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What Determines the Date for Easter Each Year? 

By John Brinsfield 

Because I live, you also will live. (John 14:19) 

Easter is the oldest feast day in Christianity; and, 

as we know, Easter is the celebration of the 

Resurrection of Christ as described in the four 

Gospels. Maundy Thursday, when the disciples 

met with Jesus for the Last Supper, precedes 

Good Friday, when Jesus was crucified. Passover 

was observed by the Jewish leaders from 

sundown on Friday to sundown on Saturday. This 

was the last day of the week in 33 A.D. Jesus was 

then raised from the dead on the first day of the 

next week which the early Christians called 

Dominica, “the Lord’s Day,” (Revelation 1:10). 

Early in New Testament times the Lord’s Day 

began to replace the Jewish Sabbath as the 

principal day of weekly worship.  St. Paul and the 

Christians of Troas in Asia Minor assembled on 

the first day of the week to break bread (Acts 20: 

7), and the Apostle bid his converts to save alms 

on this day for the work of the ministry (I Cor. 

16:2). In the Eastern Orthodox Churches 

catechumens (those who had been taught the 

fundamentals of the Christian faith) kept a vigil all 

night before Easter and then were baptized and 

received the Lord’s Supper on Easter Sunday. 

When the Christian Emperor Constantine 

summoned his 318 bishops to a church council at 

Nicaea (in modern Turkey) in 325 A.D., he wanted 

unity in the churches with regard to theology, 

creeds, and dates for feasts and fasts in the 

churches’ calendars. The date for observing 

Easter was on the Emperor’s agenda. This was a 

tall order because there were Christian churches 

spread across the Roman Empire observing their 

own traditions, many of which were linked to 

Apostolic visits by early Christian disciples and 

missionaries.  

The bishops’ recommended solution for the date 

of Easter kept a lunar focus. Easter would be 

observed on the first Sunday after the first full  

 

 

 

 

moon following the vernal equinox.  This means in 

modern times that it can fall anywhere from March 

22 to April 25.  When Spring begins, we have to 

wait for a full moon! Then we can have Easter on 

the next Sunday.  

Of course we can celebrate the Easter promise 
not just on Sunday, but every day. St. Paul did 
not hesitate to preach the Gospel on week days, 
nor did John Wesley.  By the numbers, the Lord 
is seven times busier during the week! Whether 
we are going to school, to work, to the doctor, or 
to the grocery store; Easter is always with those 
who believe.  Jesus speaks to us just as He 
spoke to His disciples, Surely I am with you 
always…Matt. 28: 20.  Every day is a day to 
celebrate the Resurrection when He “makes all 
things new.” (Revelation 21;5) 
 

49er’s Update 

By Kay Harrell 
 

     The 49ers will meet in the gym at 6p on May 10 
for a covered dish meal.  Our guest speaker will 
be Randy Clark from Clark Tours to tell us about 
upcoming travel dates with his company. 
     On May 13, we will travel to Paradise Garden 
in Summerville, GA and the Wildflower Café in 
Mentone, AL. We will meet at the church at 10a 
and carpool down to Summerville. 
     Paradise Garden is one of those places you 
have gone by for years and always wandered 
about.  It was the home and workplace of Howard 
Finster--a Baptist minister/folk artist.  He was very 
productive, creating over 46,000 pieces of art from 
1976 to his death in 2001. Admission is $15 for 
adults and $10 for seniors. 
     Then we will drive about 30 minutes to the 
Wildflower Café in Mentone. Their Facebook page 
describes it as “Sharing fresh, from-scratch meals, 
music, musings, and mountain magic with our 
magnificent guests since 2007.”   
     After browsing in some local shops and art 
gallery, we will return to the church.  The trip back 
to the church should take about an hour. 
     Please call me at 423-504-2737 if you have 
any questions.  
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Operation Christmas Child 

By Pat Brinsfield 

Spring is here and summer is coming…but we 

have been planning all year to pack our 

shoeboxes this fall. 

In early October we will have boxes available for 

you to pick up and pack with your family. We will 

schedule a church wide packing party in early 

November where anyone can come to pack a 

box and learn more about this ministry.  

Our 2022 goal is 300 boxes! However… you can 

help us right now begin to collect appropriate 

items for this event. We will place collection bins 

in the front and back lobbies beginning June 1 to 

receive your donations. 

July – school supplies. Start thinking about 

back-to-school sales this summer. Pencils, pencil 

pouches, erasers, glue stick, composition books, 

crayons, colored pencils, sharpeners, and 

scissors are absolutely essential for every shoe 

box!  You can’t go to school if you don’t have 

your own supplies. 

Anytime – TOYS. Got some discarded toy cars or 

beanie babies? Happy meal toys? We will take 

them. Ivory soap- any bar of soap is fine BUT 

Ivory soap floats!   100% of the boxes we pack 

and send to Atlanta for processing go to African 

or Caribbean countries. Soap is special! 

Toothbrushes – we cannot send toothpaste. 

Other opportunities to assist will be coming as 

well. If you enjoy crafts, please contact me at 

423-413-4768. We want to assemble some 

sewing kits, fishing kits, tic tac toe games, and 

make some puzzles. No special skills required. 

The mission of OCC is to demonstrate God’s 

love in a tangible way to children around the 

world. “Let the children come to Me: do not 

hinder them, for to such belong the kingdom of 

God” Mark 10:14 

Thanks for caring! 

 

 

 

Trends in the United Methodist Church 

Submitted by Marty McGee 

The composition of Methodist churches today is 

interesting: Methodists represent the second 

largest Protestant family, accounting for 12% of all 

Protestants and 6.2% of the overall adult 

population. Methodists are particularly well 

represented within mainline Protestantism, 

accounting for 30% of all members of mainline 

churches; as well as within the historically black 

church tradition, where they account for 9% of all 

members.  Most Methodists within mainline 

Protestantism are members of the United 

Methodist Church, while most Methodists in the 

historically black church tradition are affiliated with 

the African Methodist Episcopal denomination. 

But, Methodists represent a very small share (1%) 

of the evangelical Protestant tradition.  

The Methodist Church’s rise and recent decline is 

perhaps the most statistically striking story in 

American religious history. At the time of the 

American Revolution, the denomination was tiny. 

English Methodist founder, John Wesley, was 

hostile toward American independence, which 

badly hampered the church’s growth in America. 

After the Revolution, the American church began 

to operate independently from English Methodists. 

The legendary Methodist “circuit riders” began 

reaching the American backcountry, riding on 

horseback to reach every area of the Appalachian 

frontier and Mississippi River Valley. In 1770, 

there were about 20 Methodist churches in 

America. By 1860 that number had grown to more 

than 19,000. 

Methodist growth in America continued into the 

post-World War II era, reaching a high point of 11 

million members in the 1960s. But in the past forty 

years, as with all of America’s mainline 

denominations, Methodist membership numbers 

went into free-fall, to a current membership total of 

7.6 million. Much of this is due to many factors 

facing all United Methodist congregations, such as 

aging membership and competition from non-

denominational mega-churches.  The “seeker 

friendly” approach of contemporary worship 

attracts younger and more active adults and 

families--The future of Methodism.  United 

Methodist churches that offer both traditional and 
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-Trends, continued-   contemporary music and 

media are more likely to attract members. And, 

while the gospel message is never diluted in either 

service, proactive message presentation to all 

congregants is crucial to a vibrant and GROWING 

church!                                          

https://truediscipleship.com/the-methodist-church-recent-

membership-trends/ 

 

The Story of Camp Catoosa 

By Sue Mason, MSW Ed.S Catoosa County Schools 

Social Worker 

In the spring of 1974 Jack Mattox, Director of the 
Catoosa County Recreation Department and a 
member at RUMC, started a summer camp.  It 
was held at the old rifle range (a closed military 
facility near Tiger Creek) with me and other high 
school students from RHS and LFO as the 
counselors.  
 
The camp was a success with kids from all over 
the county attending.  It was also a fun summer 
job. When I graduated from college, I had to get a 
real job, but I stayed informed about the camp.  In 
1990 Jack began a plan to let 20 kids attend a 
week of camp for no charge. The children would 
be referred by school counselors, and the school 
would also provide a bus, a driver, and an extra 
“counselor” to coordinate the school campers. 
 
I was hired by the school system in 1999, and one 
of my responsibilities was summer camp. Now 
that’s my kind of work responsibility. Jack had 
retired, and Dennis Johnson was the Recreation 
Director. However, after September 11, 2001, the 
military re-opened the training facility. We 
attempted to have camp there, but military training 
and children are not a good mix.  By the spring of 
2003, Dennis reluctantly decided that he would 
close the camp.  I talked with several leaders at 
RUMC and was offered the use of the gym for 
camp. And it’s been a good fit. 

 
We now focus on elementary and primary aged 
children, but also let some older kids attend as 
“junior counselors”. We are no longer limited to 
- 20 campers each week and like to have 30-40. 
We provide breakfast and lunch thru a summer 
feeding program. The children play in the gym and 
go to the Little General park, the Ringgold 

Swimming Pool and occasional movies. The 
Catoosa Library has also partnered with us, 
providing a reading time each week with free 
books and prizes.  
 
RUMC has been a great supporter of camp 
beyond just providing the space.  Sharon Hardin 
is not very good at counting and always has extra 
snack packs that are sent home with campers on 
Friday. Folks can make donations to 
RUMC/Designated Camp Catoosa, which  
helps cover field trip costs of about $20 per 
child/per week. This year we want to open 
camp to any children in the church at no 
charge. The campers would be dropped off at 
8am and picked up at 1pm. This program is just 
another example of RUMC’s mission work.  
 

March Average Attendance Numbers 

   In Person                                    Online 
  9 am:    108                                    9 am:  88 
11 am:   108                                   11 am:  44 
 
 
 
 

Funding Our Mission 

General Budget: 
Full Year Budget: $616,300 

Budgeted in Mar: $51,358 

Received in Mar: $57,670 

Spent in Mar: $49,447 

Budgeted YTD: $154,075 

Received YTD: $163,639 

Spent YTD: $151,585 

Mortgage Payment: 

Mortgage balance: $126,969 

Need in Mar: $7,060 

Received in Mar: $10,389 

Need YTD: $21,180 

Received YTD: $25,454 
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March Memorial and Honor Gifts 

Building Fund                                                          

In Memory of Joann Baxter by 
Belinda Crisman 

Buddy & June Green 

Tom & Ann McMillen 

Matthew & Marian Scalise 

Jesse & Luanne Cross 

Chuck & Evonne Hackett 

In Memory of Carla Turnbo by Tom & Ann 

McMillen 

In Honor of Karen & Mike Riegleman by Con & 

Beth Kellerhalls 

In Honor of Carolyn & CT Turner by Con & 

Beth Kellerhalls 

In Memory of Sally Wilson by  

Charles & Rachel Grizzle  

Harle & Brenda Green 

In Memory of James McNew by Jan Hendrix 

Haiti Missions 
In Memory of Joann Baxter by 
Alan & Belinda Crisman 
 
Nourishing Children in Catoosa 

In Memory of Joann Baxter by Carolyn Turner 

In Memory of Saralynn Wilson by Charlotte 
Fowler 

General Fund 
In Honor of Danny & Debbie Skates and 
In Honor of Mason & Jamie Smith by Eddie Floyd 

 

 

What’s Happening 

Ringgold Ringers at Rosewood Assisted Living 
in Ft. Oglethorpe, May 1, 3:00p 
 
Mother’s Day – May 8 
 
49ers Meeting-Tuesday, May 10, Potluck dinner 
at RUMC, 6:00p;  Friday, May 13—Day trip to 
Paradise Garden/ Mentone, meet at church 10a 
 
Blood Drive-May 29 in RUMC front parking lot 

Recovery @ Ringgold--Thurs at 6:30p MPR 
 
Nourishing Children in Catoosa 
Packing sacks on Mondays starting at 1p, Gym 
 
Sew What?--2nd and 4th Mondays at 10:00a in 
Room B-2 
 
United Methodist Women--3rd Fridays at 11:00a 
in Room B-10 
 
Growing Stronger Exercise for Older Adults-
Tuesdays/Thursdays 10a – 11a in gym 
 
RUMC Quilters--Thursdays 8:30a–2:00p in 
Room B-8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ringgold United Methodist Church 

www.ringgoldumc.org 

706-935-4777 | 7484 Nashville St, Ringgold, GA 30736 

PO Box 99, Ringgold, GA 30736 

 

Chris Bryant, Senior Pastor 

Jamie Ellis, Minister of Connections 

Sally Ensley, Minister of Care 

Britta Alton, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Jeremy Bárcenas, Director of Contemporary Worship 

Heather Burroughs, Director of Preschool 

Cindy Kittle, Custodian 

Taylor Lankford, Executive Director of Worship and the Arts 

Marty McGee,Senior Adult Ministries 

Pam Blaylock, Office Administrator 

Drew Sherrill, Coordinator of Audio, Video and Lighting Ministries 

Jamie Smith, Director of Youth Ministries 

                       Mason Smith, Video Production Team Leader 

 


